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Words, Words… 

The written word has been 
used to communicate ideas for 
thou sands o f  yea r s . 
Wi th in the l a s t f ew 
hundred years, the mass 
produced paper-based 
volume has become the 
standard format by which 
c o n t e n t h a s b e e n 
produced and delivered to 
t h e  l i t e r a t e a n d 
i n f o r m a t i o n - h u n g r y 
masses. Only in recent years has 
there been a paradigm shift.  

The Digital Age  

Since the birth of  the Internet, 
the amount of  digital content 
available has been growing at a 
phenomenal rate. Widespread use 
of  news, opinion, and article 
driven sites has given rise to 

reading content aggregator and 
sharing tools. As we became more 
accustomed to receiving content 
from digital sources, we sought 

ways to bring our 
content with us.  

The Devices 

2007 was a big year 
for mobile devices. 
June brought the 
release of  Apple’s 
fi r s t genera t i on 
i P h o n e , a n d 

November saw the release of  
A m a z o n’s K i n d l e . F i n a l l y, 
consumers had access to affordable 
devices and growing digital content 
markets.  With the advent of  the 
Kindle and other ebook readers, 
consumers now had a portable 
platform through which digital 
content could be purchased, stored, 
and readily accessed. 

Digital Editions 

Reading digital content is 
different than reading printed 
material. The physical feel, the 
ability to mark a page, and the 
weight in your hand are all 
dif ferent. When reading for 
content, as opposed to pleasure, 
many of  us employ strategies that 
are based on our physical ability to 
interact with printed text on a 
p hy s i c a l p a g e. To b e c o m e 
successful readers of  digital 
content, we must begin to 
t h i n k a b o u t r e a d i n g 
strategies for the digital age. 

Resources 

Check out this article and 
presentation on reading digital 
content.  

http://fur.ly/0/readonline 
http://fur.ly/0/readonline2 

Digital Reading Resources

EdTech Tips
Foster good reading practices 

across the curriculum by 
using targeted comprehension 

strategies and emphasizing 
the value of text-based 

resources. 

RPSTech.org	

Check out some fabulous instructional technology 
resources at RPStech.org. This site is brought to you by 
your very own RPS ITRTs. 

Online 
Stories 

and 
Quizzes !!

At Magic Keys, students can 
choose from three story books 
to read online and take quizzes 
to check for understanding. 
Stories with quizzes include: !

Wind Song 
The Master Artist 

A Tale of  Friendship !
http://www.magickeys.com/

books/quizzes/

http://RPSTech.org
http://RPStech.org
http://www.magickeys.com/books/quizzes/
http://fur.ly/0/readonline
http://fur.ly/0/readonline2
http://RPSTech.org
http://RPStech.org
http://fur.ly/0/readonline
http://fur.ly/0/readonline2
http://www.magickeys.com/books/quizzes/


Language Arts Skills

Check out Mr. 
Nussbaum’s fantastic 
collection of  reading 
passages with 
corresponding online 
assessment questions. 
Passages are sorted by 
grade level, or accessible 
by specific 
comprehension skill to be 
practiced. !
http://mrnussbaum.com/

readingpassageindex/ 

Study Zone  
Check out the University of  

Victoria’s English Language 
Centre’s Study Zone. Students can 
choose their language level 
ranging from Upper Beginning 
through Advanced. Students can 
practice reading comprehension 
skills, grammar, and vocabulary by 
using their online activities and 
assessment tools.  

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/
courses/elc/studyzone/ 

Henry Anker 
Henry Anker’s site provides 

students with the opportunity to 
practice their online testing skills 

in a variety of  subject areas. Mr 
Anker has created dozens of  
reading comprehension quizzes as 
well as language arts skills 
assessments for use in the 
classroom.  

http://www.henryanker.com/ 

2nd Grade 
 http://fur.ly/0/HenryAnker2nd !

3rd Grade Part 1 
http://fur.ly/0/HenryAnker3rd   

Part 2 
http://fur.ly/0/2HenryAnker3rd !

4th Grade 
http://fur.ly/0/HenryAnker4th !

5th Grade 
http://fur.ly/0/HenryAnker5th

Enjoying the Classics for FREE
Project Gutenberg - Search Project Gutenberg’s collection of  over 42,000 

ebooks to gain access to free high quality digital editions of  many of  the classics. 
Catch up on some of  the classics you have always been meaning to read. Direct your 
students to this site for free and easy access to often-assigned literary standards.  
http://www.gutenberg.org/  

The Internet Archive Browse the Internet Archive’s curated list of  digital 
libraries and collections. The list includes links to sub-collections such as American 
L i b r a r i e s , C h i l d r e n ’s L i b r a r y, a n d t h e M i l l i o n B o o k s P ro j e c t .                               
https://archive.org/details/texts 

Open Library Sign up for a free lending account to access thousands of  ebooks. 
Search by title, or browse by subject, or author. Read books online, or borrow digital 
copies for your device. The State of  Virginia participates in Open Library’s ebook 
lending program.  https://openlibrary.org 

Many Books Browse books by author, title, or genre. See what books are new or 
trending on ManyBooks.net. We like this site because it provides easy access to the 
classics in as many as a dozen file formats. http://manybooks.net/ 

Amazon’s Kindle Store Visit Amazon’s Kindle Store to browse over 500 free 
Kindle edition classics for download onto your Kindle, or Kindle app. Kindle apps 
are available for iOS, Android, Windows Mobile, Windows Desktop, and OSX.       
http://tinyurl.com/amzbookfree 

Public Library Many eBooks are available for check out through many local 
public libraries. See your librarian for details. http://www.richmondpubliclibrary.org/ 

!


